A Home With Heart
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When Dick and Karen Miner moved into their home in Lexington’s Fairway subdivision 20 years ago, the back yard was so overgrown, the couple could not even tell where their property ended.

What a difference two decades make. The Miners have transformed their jungle into a garden paradise that reflects their personalities and passions. 

Now the patio overlooks a sun garden and fern grotto. A nearby gazebo surrounded by bamboo and stargazer lilies offers a view of the butterfly garden. And a cutting garden keeps the Miners’ home in fresh flowers all summer long.

“I like themes in my garden,” Karen says. “I consider each area to be like rooms in the house, with their own purpose and look.”

Karen’s favorite part of her garden is the glass greenhouse Dick built for her. “He builds things and I grow things,” Karen explains. “So we both really appreciate this space. I am learning so much from the greenhouse right now.”

The greenhouse also allows Karen to enjoy gardening year-round. During the summer, the greenhouse is fragrant with the scent of fresh herbs such as rosemary, tarragon, chives, sage, and mint. Vibrant geraniums and tropical ferns fill the counter space with color and texture. 

The greenhouse automatically vents out hot air when the temperature reaches 80 degrees. In the winter, the Miners use two space heaters to keep the structure cozy. Even on the coldest days last winter, the temperature inside never went below 45 degrees. While it’s still too cold for some tropical plants, Karen was able to overwinter her ferns and geraniums. Several herbs also do well in the greenhouse during the cold months.

Sowing the seeds

Of course, a garden like the Miners’ does not grow overnight.

The couple began their yard makeover by removing a chain-link fence and tearing out the overgrown trees and shrubs. Then they installed the hardscape, starting with a new fence and a berm along the outline of the fence. 

Next, the Miners planted the large trees and plants they would build the garden around. Over time, Karen added an assortment of plants that offer color and visual interest throughout the year. In the spring, the blooming dogwoods and azaleas take center stage. During summer, the colorful clematis, black-eyed Susans, roses, and hydrangeas command attention. As the fall sets in, a variety of grasses, including fountain grass and sea oats, accent the changing leaves around them.

“I think one of the most important things when developing a garden is to pick plants you like,” Karen advises.

Karen even has family heirlooms in her garden, including Old Fashioned roses her late grandmother grew and spirea from a start her mother gave her years ago. It was her mother who instilled a love for gardening in Karen. “I grew up on a farm, and I can remember my mother trading plants and clippings with her friends,” Karen recalls. “I’ve always enjoyed gardening.”

Although the Miner garden looks as if it were created by a professional landscaper, it’s all the product of the couple’s imagination and hard work. Karen keeps detailed diaries and pictures of her plants, describing how they grow and what works well for them.

“I always say Karen can throw seeds on concrete and make them grow,” says Dick. “She does it all her herself.”

Personal touches

While the garden is Karen’s do-it-yourself project, Dick’s personal touches are all over their Federal-style brick home, which was built in 1948.

A retired IBM employee, Dick has spent the past few years remodeling the house himself. He transformed a living room into a dining room, installing lighted cabinets to display the couple’s wedding china. The trim and woodwork are highlights of the renovation. The couple removed their old draperies and hung valances to accentuate the trim around the windows and create a light and airy feeling throughout. “We can celebrate the architecture of the rooms and the woodwork,” Dick says. 

The couple has decorated their home with family antiques and items they’ve collected together during their 30 years of marriage. Karen has more than 100 wall pockets, which are grouped by color, theme, and design throughout the house. She also has a sentimental collection of aprons, framed and displayed in a guest suite she calls “the apron room.”

Perhaps the most dramatic change is the kitchen, which used to be a dark, enclosed space. In 2000, Dick opened up the room and created a comfortable, modern kitchen, complete with a view of the back and side yards. The kitchen also includes a sitting area and communication center.

One of the most striking features of the kitchen is the coffered ceiling, finished with a wood treatment called pickling. The ceiling complements the cherry cabinetry and creates an inviting atmosphere.

“The kitchen is the heart of the house, and we love to entertain,” Dick explains. Now, when guests visit, they can enjoy appetizers at the kitchen island. Behind the island are built-in cherry cabinets where Karen displays her collection of Lu-Ray pottery. In between the cabinets is a portrait of two of the Miners’ cats, which complements the pastel colors of the Lu-Ray dishes.

The painting is just one of the cat-friendly amenities at the Miner home. The couple currently shares their house with four cats, which come and go through a cat door from the kitchen sitting area to the garden. 

The Miners have also created a special place in their garden to memorialize their deceased cats. Tucked in among the hostas are marble figurines of cats carefully chosen by the Miners to represent the personalities of each of the cats whose ashes are scattered there. 

The Miners have added their personal touches to almost every corner of their home and garden. And they have plans to do more still, with a bubbling water feature planned for the garden.

“That’s why we love it, we’ve put so much work into it,” Dick says. “We’ve taken it in phases and are pleased with the results.”

